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At Lovely Hill 
we squirm 
on the hard seats
until the church mother 
gives us a look that means,
be quiet and listen 
to the words 
from the Holy Book.
Fans are fanning,
toes are tapping,
coins are clinking 
in the offering plate.
The fingers of the organist
do a dance all their own.
The singers in the choir 
lift their arms
and in those robes 
they look like they mean it
when they sing 
“I’ll fly away, fly away home.”
Reverend Wright 
shakes every hand,
calling everybody by name,
saying, “Glad you came.”
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What is Shelf Essentials?

Shelf Essentials is a backlist publishing initiative presented by Macmillan Children’s 

Publishing Group to highlight picture books from beloved BIPOC creators. With this 

program we lift up critically acclaimed stories, authors, and illustrators, and encourage 

readers everywhere to celebrate different cultures and make storytime more inclusive. From 

tender family stories to important conversation starters, no bookshelf is complete without 

these essential reads.

Each season we showcase five backlist picture books, all available in paperback, some for 

the very first time. A mix of deep backlist and more recent titles, these paperback reissues 

are supported with marketing and publicity efforts to bring them to the widest readership 

possible.

Account Offerings

We are providing booksellers with everything they need to introduce the Shelf Essentials

program in their stores with our Shelf Essentials Merchandising Kit and Prepack.

•	Fifteen copy prepack with three copies of each Shelf Essentials title

•	Merchandising materials, reproducible activity kit, and 15 promotional stickers



children’s publishing group

SPRING 2023

PB 9781250878663
$8.99 / $11.99 CAN • Ages 4–8

PB 9781250881663 
$8.99 / $11.99 CAN • Ages 4–8

★“Extraordinary.”

—Kirkus Reviews

PB 9781250881854
$9.99 / $11.99 CAN • Ages 2–5

PB 9781250895431
$8.99 / $11.99 CAN • Ages 4–7

★“[A] gentle story.”

—Publishers Weekly

★“A fabulous family story.”

—Kirkus Reviews

★ “Appealing.”

—School Library Journal

★“Enticing.”

—School Library Journal

★“Striking . . . 
unforgettable.”

—Kirkus Reviews

★“Wonderful.”

—Publishers Weekly

★“Lyrical and beautiful.”

—Booklist

★“Unique.”

—School Library Journal

PB 9781250822772
$8.99 / $11.99 CAN • Ages 4–7

“Universally appealing.”  

—School Library Journal

ALL ON SALE 7/4/2023!



DIVERSIFY YOUR BOOKSHELF
Stock up on all our Shelf Essentials titles!

$8.99 / $12.99 CAN 
Ages 4–8

$8.99 / $12.99 CAN 
Ages 5–9

$9.99 / $13.50 CAN 
Ages 4–8

$8.99 / $12.99 CAN 
Ages 4–8

$8.99 / $12.50 CAN 
Ages 3–6

$8.99 / $12.50 CAN 
Ages 3–6

$8.99 / $12.50 CAN 
Ages 4–8

$8.99 / $12.50 CAN 
Ages 5–9

$8.99 / $12.50 CAN 
Ages 3–5

$7.99 / $10.99 CAN 
Ages 2–6
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Ages 2–5
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Ages 3–6
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Ages 4–8
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$8.99 / $11.99 CAN 
Ages 2–5

$8.99 / $11.99 CAN
Ages 4–8

$8.99 / $11.99 CAN 
Ages 2–6

$8.99 / $11.99 CAN 
Ages 2–6
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Ages 4–8
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$8.99 / $11.99 CAN 
Ages 4–8
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Ages 4–8

$8.99 / $11.99 CAN 
Ages 5–8

$9.99 / $12.99 CAN 
Ages 4–7

$8.99 / $11.99 CAN 
Ages 3–5
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