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Maddox  Lyons  i s  a  t ransgender
boy  who l i ves  in  Ca l i forn ia  wi th

h is  parents ,  s i s te r ,  two dogs ,  and
two pet  rats .  He  does  advocacy

and out reach  wi th  var ious
LGBTQ+ organ izat ions .  Maddox

loves  drawing  and  wr i t ing ,
act ing ,  f igure  skat ing ,  and

get t ing  los t  in  a  good  book .

Meet Maddox Lyons

https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374313722
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374312589
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250765314/oddbird
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250232212
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250207715
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250302953
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374310684


Spot l ight  on  Ju l ian  Randal l

In t roduc ing  P i lar  Ramirez

Ju l ian  Randal l  i s  a  L iv ing  Queer  B lack  poet  f rom
Chicago .  H is  poet ry  and  essays  are  pub l i shed  in  the

New York  T imes  Magaz ine ,  POETRY ,  The  At lant i c ,  and
Vibe .  He  i s  the  rec ip ient  o f  a  Pushcart  Pr ize .  Ju l ian

ho lds  an  MFA in  Poet ry  f rom Ole  Miss .  H is  f i r s t  book ,
Refuse ,  won  the  Cave  Canem Poetry  Pr ize  and  was  a
f ina l i s t  for  an  NAACP Image  Award .  He  was  a lso  a

contr ibutor  to  the  #1  New York  T imes -bestse l l e r
Black  Boy  Joy .  Ju l ian  has  prev ious ly  worked  as  a

youth  mentor ,  teach ing  wr i t ing  workshops  to  ch i ldren
on  house  ar rest .  Pi lar  Ramirez  and  the  Escape  f rom

Zafa  i s  h i s  debut  ch i ldren 's  nove l .  

Meet the Author
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https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250774101
https://www.mackidsschoolandlibrary.com/teachers-guide-pilar-ramirez-and-the-escape-from-zafa-by-julian-randall/


Midd le  Grade

Prose  Nove ls

Graph ic  Nove ls
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https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374314101
https://www.mackidsschoolandlibrary.com/discussion-guide-in-the-key-of-us-by-mariama-j-lockington/
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374313500
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250307279
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374312732
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374308049/for-black-girls-like-me
https://images.macmillan.com/folio-assets/discusion-guides/9780374308049DG.pdf
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250104403
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250143921
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250211538
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250171115
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250195470


Spot l ight  on  Anna-Mar ie  McLemore
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Anna-Mar ie  McLemore  was  born  in  the  footh i l l s  o f  the  San
Gabr ie l  Mounta ins  and  taught  by  the i r  fami ly  to  hear  la

l lo rona  in  the  Santa  Ana winds .  They  are  the  author  o f  The
Weight  o f  Feathers ,  a  2016  Wi l l iam C .  Morr i s  YA Debut

Award  F ina l i s t ;  2017  Stonewal l  Honor  Book  When the  Moon
Was Ours ,  wh ich  was  long l i s ted  for  the  Nat iona l  Book  Award

in  Young Peop le ' s  L i te rature ;  Wild  Beauty ,  a  Ki rkus ,  Schoo l
L ibrary  Journa l ,  and  Book l i s t  best  book  of  2017 ;  Blanca  &

Roja ,  a  New York  T imes  Book  Rev iew  Ed i tors '  Cho ice ;  Dark
and Deepest  Red ,  a  Winter  2020  Ind ie  Next  L i s t  t i t l e ;  and
The  Mi r ror  Season ,  wh ich  was  long l i s ted  for  the  Nat iona l

Book  Award  in  Young Peop le ' s  L i te rature .

Meet the Author

https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250180735/wild-beauty
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250211637/blanca-roja
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250763594/dark-and-deepest-red
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250624123/the-mirror-season
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250624147/lakelore


Young Adu l t  -  Contemporary

Ke l ly  Qu ind len  i s  the  author  o f  the
young adu l t  nove l  Her  Name in

the  Sky  and  Late  to  the  Party .  A
graduate  o f  Vanderb i l t  Un ivers i ty

and  a  former  teacher ,  Ke l l y  has
had the  joy  o f  speak ing  to  PFLAG
groups  and  h igh  schoo l  GSAs .  She
current ly  serves  on  the  l eadersh ip
board  of  a  non-prof i t  fo r  Catho l i c

parents  wi th  LGBT ch i ldren .  

Mee
t Kelly Quindlen 
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https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250797308
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250822055
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250777119
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374388966
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374388416
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250619242
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250625120
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374310806
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250209153


Young Adu l t  -  Genre

Aiden  Thomas  i s  a  t rans ,  Lat inx ,
New York  T imes  Bestse l l ing

Author  wi th  an  MFA in  Creat ive
Wr i t ing  f rom Mi l l s  Co l lege .

Or ig ina l ly  f rom Oak land ,
Ca l i forn ia ,  they  now make  the i r
home in  Por t land ,  OR.  A iden  i s
notor ious  for  not  be ing  ab le  to
guess  the  end ings  o f  books  and

mov ies ,  and  organ izes  the i r
bookshe lves  by  co lor .

Mee
t Aiden Thomas 
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https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250269508
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374314323
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250800817
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250246752
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374314309
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250155849
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250250469
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781626722736
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250822130/the-sunbearer-trials


Young Adu l t  -  Graph ic  Nove ls

Mike  Curato  i s  the  award-
winn ing  author  and  i l lus t rator

of  the  L i t t l e  E l l io t  ser ies  and  the
graph ic  nove l  F lamer ,  and  has
i l lus t rated  a  number  o f  o ther
books  for  ch i ldren ,  inc lud ing

What  I f…  (by  Samantha  Berger ) ,
Worm Loves  Worm ,  and  Al l  the

Way to  Havana .

Meet Mike Curato 
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https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250777058
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781626723634
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781626722590
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781626726413
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781596437098
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781626729407
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250178138
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250177964
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250756145


Spot l ight  on  George  Matthew Johnson

GEORGE M.  JOHNSON is  a  wr i te r  and  act iv i s t  based
in  New York .  They  have  wr i t ten  on  race ,  gender ,

sex ,  and  cu l ture  for  Essence ,  the  Advocate ,
BuzzFeed  News ,  Teen  Vogue ,  and  more  than  for ty
other  nat iona l  pub l i cat ions .  George  has  appeared

on  BuzzFeed ’s  AM2DM as  we l l  as  on  MSNBC.  A l l
Boys  Aren ’ t  B lue  i s  the i r  debut ,  and  was  an

Amazon Best  Book  of  the  Year ,  an  Ind ie  Bestse l l e r ,
a  Peop le  Magaz ine  Best  Book  of  the  Year ,  and

opt ioned  for  te lev i s ion  by  Gabr ie l l e  Un ion .  The  New
York  T imes  ca l l ed  i t  "an  exuberant ,  unapo loget i c

memoi r  in fused  wi th  a  deep  but  c leareyed  love  for
i t s  sub jects . "  At  the  t ime  of  pub l i cat ion ,  George

used  he /h im pronouns .  Speak  wi th  them on  Twi t ter :
@IamGMJohnson .  iamgmjohnson .com

Meet the Author
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#3  Most  Cha l lenged  Book  in
Amer ica  in  2021



A New York  T imes  Bestse l l e r !

Opt ioned  for  te lev i s ion  by  Gabr ie l l e  Un ion
Ve lsh i  Banned  Book  C lub
CNN Summer  Read  P ick

Teen  Vogue  Recommended Read
Buzzfeed  Recommended Read

Peop le  Magaz ine  Best  Book  of  the  Summer
An Ind ie  Bestse l l e r

An  ALA Ra inbow L is t  P ick
A New York  L ibrary  Best  Book  of  2020

A Ch icago  Pub l i c  L ibrary  Best  Book  of  2020
A K i rkus  Rev iews  Best  Book  of  2020

Publ i shers  Week ly  Ant i -Rac is t  
Read ing  L i s t  P ick

2021  Texas  Topaz  Nonf ic t ion  
Read ing  L i s t  P ick

A K ids '  Book  Cho ice  Award  F ina l i s t
#1  YALSA Teen 's  Top  Ten  L i s t  Winner
A Texas  TAYSHAS Read ing  L i s t  T i t l e

https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374312718



