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The  The  Coret ta  Scot t  K ing  Book  Awards  
Winners  and  Honor  Books

Click the covers to learn more about these titles!
The Coretta Scott King Book Awards are given annually to outstanding African American authors and illustrators of

books for children and young adults that demonstrate an appreciation of African American culture and universal
human values. The award commemorates the life and work of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and honors his wife, Mrs.

Coretta Scott King, for her courage and determination to continue the work for peace and world brotherhood. 
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Before John Was a
Jazz Giant and 
Rosa are now

available in
paperback!

Learn more about 

https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781626722552/in-plain-sight
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250068231/how-it-went-down
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250056757/underground
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780312659363/keeping-the-night-watch
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780805079944/before-john-was-a-jazz-giant
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780312373832/francie
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780312376024/rosa
https://www.mackidsschoolandlibrary.com/shelf-essentials/
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780805078817/visiting-langston
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780805073997/uptown
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780805008005/everett-andersons-goodbye


The  The  Coret ta  Scot t  K ing  Book  Awards
Winners  and  Honor  Books
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John  Steptoe  Award  for  New Ta lent

Char ly  Pa lmer
D i s c o v e r  P a l m e r ' s
a u t h o r / i l l u s t r a t o r

d e b u t !

Trac i  L .  Jones

Theodore  Tay lor  I I I

Hope  An i ta
Smith

Janet  
MacDonald

https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374303013/mama-africa
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374313289/the-legend-of-gravity
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780312622930/standing-against-the-wind
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781596435407/when-the-beat-was-born
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780312661694/the-way-a-door-closes
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374411831/chill-wind


Pic ture  Books  -  B iograh ies

Macmi l lan  Ch i ldren 's  Pub l i sh ing  Group  ·  B lack  Vo ices  Books  for  K ids  &  Teens   5

https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374313456/sing-aretha-sing
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250239464/ida-b-wells-voice-of-truth
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250229021/we-wait-for-the-sun
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250307408/game-set-sisters
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250205667/flying-high
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250127730/brave-ballerina
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374303013/mama-africa
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250073228/clemente
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374307042/runaway
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781596434738/black-jack
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781596435407/when-the-beat-was-born
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781626728721/so-tall-within


Spot l ight  on  Bryan  Co l l i e r
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More  i l lus t rated  by  Bryan  Co l l i e r

Winner of the Caldecott Honor Medal and the Coretta Scott King
Medal, this picture book tribute to Rosa Parks celebrates the 50th
anniversary of her refusal to give up her seat on a Montgomery,
Alabama, city bus.

Award-winning poet, writer, and activist Nikki Giovanni's evocative
text combines with Bryan Collier's striking cut-paper images to retell
the story of this historic event from a wholly unique and original
perspective.

Now available in paperback from Shelf Essentials!

https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780312376024/rosa
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780805073997/uptown
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780805078817/visiting-langston
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250073228/clemente
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781466870208/my-country-tis-of-thee
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250018694/lincoln-and-douglass


Pic ture  Book  -  Non-F ic t ion
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A n g e l a  J o y  w a s  b o r n  a n d  r a i s e d  i n
M i n n e a p o l i s ,  M i n n e s o t a .  B e f o r e  g r a d u a t i n g
S u m m a  C u m  L a u d e  f r o m  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f

M i n n e s o t a ,  s h e  a t t e n d e d  N e w  Y o r k
U n i v e r s i t y  a n d  S p e l m a n  C o l l e g e  i n  A t l a n t a ,

G e o r g i a — w h e r e  h e r  h e a r t  w i l l  f o r e v e r
r e s i d e .  A n g e l a  t r a v e l e d  a b r o a d  e x t e n s i v e l y
a s  a  b a c k g r o u n d  v o c a l i s t ,  a l s o  w o r k i n g  i n

t e l e v i s i o n  a n d  m o v i e  s o u n d t r a c k s .  S h e
c u r r e n t l y  l i v e s  i n  s o u t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a  w i t h

h e r  h u s b a n d  a n d  t w o  c h i l d r e n ,  w r i t i n g  f r o m
a  s m a l l  h a l l w a y  d e s k  w h e r e  t h e  w a l l s  a r e

p a i n t e d  a  r o y a l  s h a d e  o f  p u r p l e .

Meet 
Angela 

Joy

https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781596438200/28-days
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250073259/we-march
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250056757/underground
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250118578/i-wonder
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250107091/whatsthedifference
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781626726314/black-is-a-rainbow-color
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250220950/choosing-brave


Pic ture  Books  -  F i c t ion
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https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374313289/the-legend-of-gravity
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250756060/african-proverbs-for-all-ages
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250266514/watch-me
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374312145/i-want-to-ride-the-tap-tap
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250308986/woke-baby
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374307523/brown-baby-lullaby
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250115829/honeysmoke
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250261779/stellas-stellar-hair
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250232212/i-am-perfectly-designed
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250086563/how-to-find-a-fox


Spot l ight  on  Taye  D iggs  &  Shane  Evans
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A p ierc ing
p ic ture  book
about  rac ia l

in jus t i ce  f rom a
ch i ld ’ s

perspect ive  f rom
Taye  D iggs  and

Shane  Evans .

https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250806093/why
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250769855/mixed-me
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250068019/chocolateme
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250135353/my-friend
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250135346/i-love-you-more-than-


Poetry  for  A l l  Ages
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I n  t h i s  p o w e r f u l ,  a f f i r m i n g  p o e m  b y  a w a r d - w i n n i n g
a u t h o r  Z e t t a  E l l i o t t ,  a  B l a c k  c h i l d  e x p l o r e s  h i s  s h i f t i n g
e m o t i o n s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  y e a r .

I n  h e r  s t u n n i n g  d e b u t ,  i l l u s t r a t o r  N o a  D e n m o n
a r t i c u l a t e s  t h e  d e p t h  a n d  n u a n c e s  o f  a  c h i l d ’ s
e x p e r i e n c e s  f o l l o w i n g  a  p o l i c e  s h o o t i n g — t h r o u g h  g r i e f
a n d  p r o t e s t s ,  h e a l i n g  a n d  c o m m u n i t y — w i t h  w a s h e s  o f
c o l o r  a s  v i b r a n t  a s  h i s  w o r d s .

H e r e  i s  a  g r o u n d b r e a k i n g  n a r r a t i v e  t h a t  c a n  h e l p  a l l
r e a d e r s — c h i l d r e n  a n d  a d u l t s  a l i k e — t a l k  a b o u t  t h e
f e e l i n g s  h i d i n g  d e e p  i n s i d e  e a c h  o f  u s .

A 2021 Caldecott Honor Book

Morris Award Finalist
National Book Award Longlist

https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374307417/a-place-inside-of-me
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250173720/black-girl-magic
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250269492/what-the-road-said
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250171573/my-daddy-rules-the-world
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250311207/woke
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374314378/moonwalking
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780312661694/the-way-a-door-closes
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250780362/me-moth


Midd le  Grade

Macmi l lan  Ch i ldren 's  Pub l i sh ing  Group  ·  B lack  Vo ices  Books  for  K ids  &  Teens        11

Mar iama J .  Lock ington  i s  an  adoptee ,
wr i te r ,  and  nonprof i t  educator .  She  has
been  te l l ing  s tor ies  and  mak ing  her  own
books  s ince  the  second  grade ,  when  she

wore  shor t -a l l s  and  f lower  l egg ings
every  day  to  schoo l .  Her  work  has

appeared  in  a  number  o f  magaz ines  and
journa ls ,  inc lud ing  Buzzfeed  News

Reader ,  and  she  i s  the  author  o f  the
poetry  chapbook  The  Lucky  Daughter .
Mar iama ho lds  a  Masters  in  Educat ion
f rom Les ley  Un ivers i ty  and  Masters  in

F ine  Ar ts  in  Poet ry  f rom San  Franc isco
State  Un ivers i ty .  She  l i ves  in  Lex ington ,

Kentucky  wi th  her  par tner  and  dapple
ha i red  dachshund ,  Henry .

Meet 
Mariama J.
Lockington

https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250623720/baseballs-leading-lady
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250801067/uncomfortable-conversations-with-a-black-boy
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250294180/betty-before-x
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250229007/mighty-justice-young-readers-edition
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250263193/who-did-it-first-50-icons-luminaries-and-legends-who-revolutionized-the-world
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374308049/for-black-girls-like-me
https://www.netgalley.com/catalog/book/232211
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374314101/in-the-key-of-us


Young Adu l t

Thr i l l e rs
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Meet
Tomi

Adeyemi

N a m e d  o n e  o f  T I M E  m a g a z i n e ' s  1 0 0  m o s t
i n f l u e n t i a l  p e o p l e ,  T o m i  A d e y e m i  i s  a  H u g o  a n d

N e b u l a  A w a r d - w i n n i n g  N i g e r i a n - A m e r i c a n
w r i t e r  a n d  s t o r y t e l l e r  b a s e d  i n  L o s  A n g e l e s ,

C A .  A f t e r  g r a d u a t i n g  f r o m  H a r v a r d  U n i v e r s i t y
w i t h  a n  h o n o r s  d e g r e e  i n  E n g l i s h  l i t e r a t u r e ,

s h e  s t u d i e d  W e s t  A f r i c a n  m y t h o l o g y ,  r e l i g i o n ,
a n d  c u l t u r e  i n  S a l v a d o r ,  B r a z i l .  H e r  f i r s t  n o v e l ,
C h i l d r e n  o f  B l o o d  a n d  B o n e ,  d e b u t e d  a t  # 1  o n

T h e  N e w  Y o r k  T i m e s  B e s t s e l l e r  l i s t  a n d  i s  b e i n g
d e v e l o p e d  i n t o  a  m o v i e  b y  D i s n e y ' s  F o x  &
L u c a s f i l m .  I t s  h i g h l y  a n t i c i p a t e d  s e q u e l ,
C h i l d r e n  o f  V i r t u e  a n d  V e n g e a n c e ,  a l s o
d e b u t e d  a t  # 1  o n  t h e  N e w  Y o r k  T i m e s

B e s t s e l l e r  l i s t .  

Fantasy  &  Sc i -F i

https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250800817/ace-of-spades
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250265265/darling
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250153920/a-dream-so-dark
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250211668/a-blade-so-black
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250101655/the-weight-of-the-stars
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250170972/children-of-blood-and-bone
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250170996/children-of-virtue-and-vengeance


Young Adu l t  

Macmi l lan  Ch i ldren 's  Pub l i sh ing  Group  ·  B lack  Vo ices  Books  for  K ids  &  Teens        13

Histor i ca l  F i c t ion

Non-F ic t ion

https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250768476/angel-of-greenwood
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250761217/so-many-beginnings-a-little-women-remix
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250226389/rise-up
https://www.mackidsschoolandlibrary.com/discussion-guide-rise-up/
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374313296/the-awakening-of-malcolm-x
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250787699/the-burning-young-readers-edition
https://www.mackidsschoolandlibrary.com/teachers-guide-the-burning-young-readers-edition-discussion-guide/
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9780374312718/all-boys-arent-blue


Young Adu l t  -  F i c t ion
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https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250792044/now-that-ive-found-you
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250250902/i-wanna-be-where-you-are
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250177964/check-please-book-1-hockey
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250179500/check-please-book-2-sticks-scones
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250250872/if-it-makes-you-happy
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250294500/lets-talk-about-love
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250192691/the-marvelous
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250620873/girls-like-us
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250158970/into-white
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250309853/black-girl-unlimited


Spot l ig t  on  Kek la  Magoon
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Meet
the

Author

K e k l a  Ma g o o n  i s  t h e  a u t h o r  o f  ma n y  n o v e l s  a n d  n o n f i c t i o n
b o o k s  f o r  y o u n g  r e a d e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  T h e  S e a s o n  o f  S t y x

Ma l o n e ,  T h e  R o c k  a n d  t h e  R i v e r ,  H o w I t  We n t  D o wn ,  a n d
t h e  R o b y n  H o o d l u m A d v e n t u r e  s e r i e s .  



S h e  h a s  r e c e i v e d  t h e  Ma r g a r e t  A .  E d wa r d s  A wa r d ,  t h e
B o s t o n  G l o b e - H o r n  B o o k  A wa r d ,  t h e  J o h n  S t e p t o e  N e w

T a l e n t  A wa r d ,  t h r e e  C o r e t t a  S c o t t  K i n g  H o n o r s ,  t h e  Wa l t e r
A wa r d  H o n o r ,  a n  N A A C P  I ma g e  A wa r d ,  a n d  b e e n  l o n g

l i s t e d  f o r  t h e  N a t i o n a l  B o o k  A wa r d .  



K e k l a  c o n d u c t s  s c h o o l  a n d  l i b r a r y  v i s i t s  n a t i o n wi d e  a n d
s e r v e s  o n  t h e  Wr i t e r s ’  C o u n c i l  f o r  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Wr i t i n g

P r o j e c t .  K e k l a  h o l d s  a  B . A .  f r o m N o r t h we s t e r n  U n i v e r s i t y
a n d  a n  M . F . A .  i n  Wr i t i n g  f r o m V e r mo n t  C o l l e g e  o f  F i n e

A r t s ,  wh e r e  s h e  n o w s e r v e s  o n  f a c u l t y .  V i s i t  h e r  o n l i n e  a t
k e k l a ma g o o n . c o m.




http://keklamagoon.com/books/middle-grade
https://keklamagoon.com/books/young-adult/
https://keklamagoon.com/books/young-adult/
https://keklamagoon.com/books/middle-grade/
http://www.keklamagoon.com/
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250068231/how-it-went-down
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250619860/light-it-up
https://us.macmillan.com/books/9781250034304/37-things-i-love-in-no-particular-order
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